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One of thc early teachers

of Geography in
Maharashtra, who
initiated the tcaching of
Geography at the collcge

and Univcrsity' lcvel in
the Statc, Prof..
Kshirsagar died on l5th
Ma-n- 1996 at Pune aftcr

a slrort illness of about a rveek. His death is
attributed to the agony he could not bear

follou,ing the deteriorating condition of his

terminally ill younger son. a brilliant physicist.
u'ho died a r'veek later true to the Hindu
tradition, the father departcd beforc the son.

Prof. Kshirsagar is survived by his u'ife. his

elder son a professor at M.l.T. Punc- & other

members of the family.

Prof. Kshirsagar was bom on 4th Feb. 1926 at

Nasik in a Brahmin farnilr', from rvhere he

moved rvith the family. rvhen he rvas only
seven, to Grvalior rvltcre his fathcr had taken

an assigmrent as a tutor in some princely

famill-. Highly inspired by the family tradition,
Prof. Kshirsagar pursued his studies seriously
and obtained the B. Sc. degree rvith physics,

Chemistry and Maths from Agra Universitv at

the age of ninoteen. After that he joined

inrmediately the Central Technrcal Institute at

Grvalior as a lecturer and its Vice-Principal.
After a gap of fivc 1'cars, u'hile still
rvorking, he obtaincd his ntaster's degree

in Geograpltv in 195 l.
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This rvas the begining and the foundation of a
long and successful carecr in geography

tcaching and research. In the same y'ear as he

got his maste r's degree, Prof. Kshirsagarjoined
the reputed S. P. College at Pune. as a lecturer
in geography laying the foundation of
gcographS'teaching at the collegiate level in
the Universi[' of Pune. This rvas the time
r"hen geography did not form part of the
graduate coursss ofthe Universities inWestem
India, and geographers \las rare. Young and

enthusiastic Prof. Kshirsagar not only made

the subject popular at the degree level but
even convinced to the Universitl', the
importance of thc discipline as a science of
space organization. After the establishment of
the post graduate dcpartment in the Universitv
of Pune. he joined the University in 1953 as a

lecturcr and continued rvorking in thc same

departrnent rvith unrvavering loyalty to the

discipline till he retired from the service of the
University as a Reader in Feb. 1986.

At the University' of Pune, he rvorked r,vith

dedication, andrvith Prof V. S. Ganaganathan,

rvho was then the Head of the department.
corrtributed greatly to the teaching of
geography and the gro*th of the discipline at
tlrc universiN level. The geography dcpartment

of the Universit.v of Pune rvas thc only
university departn:ent in Westem lndia in the

earlyfifties. With his po\\'cr of pcrsuasion

and gurial tcllrperarnent, Prof. Kshirsagar rvas

able to induce many colleges in Wcstcm India
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to introduce geography at the- dogrce levcl and

can be crcdited l'itlr tho foundation of
geography teaching in Westcm India. He u,as

a key person in thc core-group that dcveloped

the courses of studies at the degrcc and post-

graduate level in geography at the Unirvcrsitir
of Pune.

Prof. Kshirsagar taught physical geography

but the main arca of his interest rvas
clirnatology'. He successfullv guided a numbcr
of Ph. D. and M. Phil studcnts in Clinratology.
particularlv its applied aspects. A novcl fcature
of his climatological research, rclatcd to thc
prediction of the monsoolls or u,eather
conditions. rvas his division of thc 1'car into
'Nakshatras'. knorm to Indian astrononlcrs
for over l-500 years. instead of using the

Gregorion calcnder mortths and the l1dcly'
uscd division of the vear into pentads. This
\vas an effort to make the results of
clirnatological research undcrstandable to thc
fanning conmrunity' in India rvho are familiar
rvith the concept of 'Nakshatras' for centuries.

Onc mav say u,ith justification that he rvith
another ofhis colleagues Prof. K. Ranuutrrthy-
though both rvorked independentlv - pioneered

research in geographical clirnatologl, in Wostem

India. He rvas, undoubtcdh', the spirit bchind
introducing specialization in chimatologv in

the Univcrsitl' of Punc and has left belrind a

tradition of cliniatological rescarch *tich his

students are cotrtinuing.

Another arca u,here Professor Kshirsagar's

contribution is rvell knoun is the field of
'Geographl'tducatiott'. He rvas associated u'ith

thc NCERT and dcveloped. iu association rvith

sonre othcr geographers, a model s-'-llabtrs for

high schools. bcsides thc methods of geography,

tcaching. At the statc lcvcl, hc u'as associated
rvith the SSC Board as a chief moderator in
geography. Bcsidcs teaching and rcsearch,
Prof. Kshirsagar took intcrest in promoting
geographl' through organizational media. He

u,as the founder President of the Pune
Gcograph.v Teacher's Association and thc
foundcr Vicc-Presiderrt ofthe Instihrte of Indian
Geographers and promoted these trvo academic
bodies rvith his active participation in their
activitics.

He rvas an excellent teacher and had a good

rapport rvith lris students endcaring hinrself bv
his sincere advicc. genuinc encouragen'rent and

a fatherly attitude. The doctoral students
rvorking u,ith him rverc treated like his family
members and enjoved thc rvann hospitalit.v of
Ms Kshirsagar at thcir residence on the

Llniversity campus. His students rvere alrvavs
rvelcome at his horric from n,here the1,alu'ays
rotunrcd u'iscr and happicr.

Having rvorked for an unintermpted period of
over three decades in thc department of
geographv of Pune Univcrsitv. Prof.
Kshirsagar has carved a niche for himself in
the history of the department and its grouth.
His contribution to the discipline and the
institution he rvorkcd in. u'ill be cvcr
rerncmbercd by thc succcssive gerrerations of
students and teachers.

Tlre lnstitutc of Indian Gcographcrs. of rvhiclt
hc rvas thc founder Vicc-Prcsidcnt. dceplv
mourns his death.

-K. R. Dikshit
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